
Connecticut Society of the Sons of the American Revolution 

 

BOM State Meeting 

Luce’s Restaurant, Middleton, Connecticut Saturday, February 22, 2020 

 
President Damien Cregeau called the meeting to order at 11:01 a.m. 

 

Following the invocation by State Chaplain William Lane, a moment of silence was observed 

for our compatriots who have passed away this year. 

 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, and the SAR Pledge, the CTSSAR Secretary, Paul Selnau 

indicated that, with 15 members in attendance, a quorum was present for the meeting. 

 

Committee and Branch Reports are posted on our web site: 

 

No additional reports, all reports submitted are posted on line. 

 

State President’s Report 

 

Spoke on several recent 250th anniversary events, the event for the new Gov Trumbull Branch 

No. 13 last October with special guests, President General Jack Manning and his lovely wife 

Sheila at the War Office.  The Battle of Golden Hill in NYC in Jan 1770.  Also the March 

1770 Boston Massacre which he will attending in March. Noted that the first person killed 

was a child, Christopher Seider, who was accidentally shot in Boston in Feb 1770. 

 

Approval of Minutes from November  

 

State Secretary Paul Selnau requested that the draft minutes from 02 November 2019 be 

approved. Motion to approve by Dave Perkins, seconded by Tim Wilkins, motion passed. 

 

State Treasurer’s Report by Rich Kendall 

 

Reviewed copies of the Treasurer’s Report that were made available with the BOM present. 

 

2020 Budget Review for Connecticut SAR by Dave Perkins 

 

Handouts of the proposed budget for 2020 were distributed to the members. Income will be 

down about $1,200 with the expected drop of about 50 members to just under $15,000. 

 

Budget items were discussed with the following changes to be made:  

 

Committees - Coins to $750; DAR/CAR to $250; PR & Events to $500; Grave Markings to 

$400; Insurance to $1,500; JROTC to $1,250; Software to $800 for a total of $8,350 

 

Officers – Secretary/Treasurer to $1,800 and Trustee to $2,500 for a total of $6,100 

 

Total proposed budget for 2020 is $14,450 

 

Rich Kendall made motion to approve, seconded by Bill Lane. Motion approved. 

State Society Flag Report 



 

State President spoke about the conditions of the state society flags and the need for repair, as 

well as the problem the size of the poles and the limiting space in most old historic buildings 

to properly display the flags for a state meeting.  Dave Packard also notes that two flags are 

also on different sizes and that should be addressed as well.  Bill Lane suggested we consider 

telescopic poles.  President Cregeau asked that this be an action item to be address. It was 

suggested that President Cregeau, Dave Packard and Tyler Smith looking to the best options 

and present to the BOM very soon. 

 

Property Steward Report by Dave Packard 

 

Review of the property budget as posted to the state website. See website for details. Also 

gave a brief report on pending projects. See website.  One item was discussed in detail. Need a 

toilet at the War Office.  Paul Selnau suggested a composting toilet. Bruce Donald noted that 

trails in Connecticut use solar power self-composting toilets that are DOT approved design.  

Following some more discussion, Dave Perkins suggested an ad-hoc committee be formed to 

work of this issue, comprised of Paul Selnau, Bruce Donald, and Dave Packard.  Dave 

Packard next spoke about need for more docents and a docent training class being held in 

Portland Maine and that a member of the Heritage group was planning to attend to see if could 

be tried in Connecticut to cross train docents for multiple groups. 

  

Old Business: 

 

Tyler Smith gave an update on the November 9 grave marking done in Stonington that marked 

8 patriots.  Expecting to do another one in Groton in May 2020, details to follow as we get 

closer to the date. Dave Perkins asked Tyler Smith to work with Ethan Stewart to establish the 

P-number that is required by National to get proper credit grave markings. 

 

Ethan Stewart stated that newest challenge coin was rejected because of quality and was being 

remade at no cost.  Company is based out of Las Vegas, but coins are produced in China.  

 

Ethan Stewart spoke on a new plaque he was trying to have made to recognize 165 patriots in 

Grove Street Cemetery in New Haven and how it was rejected by the committee that oversees 

the cemetery.  

 

Ethan Stewart in reviewing old branch documents came across a list of all the wars or 

conflicts fought the United States and presented copies to everyone. 

 

Dave Perkins reported on the 2020 dues process and reconciliation with national. So far 511 

members have responded, 59 still outstanding. Lists will be sent to the branch presidents. 

Donations were as follows: Roger Sherman $305; Color Guard $728; General Fund $660 and 

Museums $1,009.  Reconciliation should in by January 31.  Preliminary report was sent in to 

national, but final will not happen to after the Spring Leadership meeting the end of the 

month. 

 

New business: 

 

President Cregeau noted that no W3R events involving Lebanon, were planned for 2020.  

Both Paul Selnau and Dave Perkins reported that we could do something in October as part of 

the Branch 13 annual meeting event. 

Knight Essay Chairman John Morgan gave a review. So far there were 8 requests for 



information which generated 3 submissions. Two of three were nice quick reads on the Cupler 

Spy Ring. The other was from the Hopkins School in New Haven on Common Sense and has 

been chosen as the state winner. If the state winner attends the annual meeting in April the 

award is $500, or $250 if chooses not to attend. 

 

President Cregeau spoke about the nominating committee and asked Bruce Donald to chair it 

as last year. Other members would be Tyler smith and Ethan Stewart. 

 

President Cregeau discussed the Planning Committee and the difficulties with booking some 

of the dates lately. Rich Kendall stated that he would like to see then done a year in advance. 

 

State Historian Gary Pitcock brought two items to share with the members a bust of George 

Washington and a photo of the Connecticut Annual Meeting at the Hartford Club 1914. 

 

Editor Bruce Donald reported that a newsletter would be out soon and asked that any news be 

share with him.  The newsletter will have an article on the soldiers buried in Ridgefield. 

 

Dave Perkins asked that the state checks be approved: CAR $100 for State Project, CAR $100 

for State Conference; $250 for Service Academy Awards Fund at national and a 

reimbursement check for Color Guard supplies of $166.75   Motion made by Tim Wilkins, 

seconded by Tyler Smith. Motion passed. 

 

Tim Wilkins made a motion to adjourn, the motion was seconded by Tyler Smith.  All 

members voted in favor of the adjournment. 

 

Meeting Adjourn at 12:27 

 

Members Present (16) 

 

Humphrey Branch No. 1: Ethan Stewart, Richard Kendall, Tim Wilkins, William Lane 

 

Putnam Branch No. 4: Gary Pitcock 

 

Sherman Branch No. 5: J.Alex Bates 

 

Hale Branch No. 6: David Packard, Tyler Smith, John Morgan, Ted Nelson, Stephen Taylor 

 

Wadsworth Branch No. 7: Damien Cregeau, Bruce Donald 

 

Baldwin Branch No. 9: David Perkins 

 

Wolcott Branch No. 10: Paul Selnau, Peter Stothart 

 

 

Respectfully submitted: David J. Perkins, CTSSAR Corresponding Secretary 


